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Pillager Public Schools 

We invite you 
to join us for a special Open House 

 In the Early Childhood Center (ages 0-5) 
►►Early childhood is September 7th, 4:30-7:00 p.m. 

Little Huskies Child Care, Family Education, School Readiness, children birth to five 

 In the Elementary School (K-4) 
Small class sizes, specialist schedule including art, PE, music, technology, youth sports program, increased MCA proficiency rates, after school care 

 In the Middle School (5-8) 
Top 20 intervention program, full-time counselor, homeroom structure, Metier program, increased electives 

 In the High School (9-12) 
College in School , new facilities, extra curricular opportunities, cross-curricular instruction, Ramp Up programming 

 

Tuesday, August 29 — 4:30-7:00 p.m. 
 

For all students and their parents in Kindergarten - grade 12 
 

Elementary Classrooms open for visits. 
Technology Information available for all parents  

 
Fornshell Bus Service will be available to answer any  

questions regarding school bus transportation. 
 

5th grade student and parent meeting  
in the Middle School gym at 4:30 

 
6th-8th grade student and parent meeting 

in the Middle School gym at 6:00 p.m. 

Pillager Public Schools 
323 East 2nd Street South, Pillager      www.isd116.org 
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“Go Huskies” 

News from Superintendent Malmberg and the Board of Education 
As the new school year begins, I want to be sure to thank you, our District #116 families and residents, for the many 
ways you work with us all year long. All of us here at Pillager Public Schools value the partnership we have with you. We 
couldn’t do what we do for the students without your support and involvement!   
  
The past year was tremendous for Pillager with so many exciting things happening over the entire year.  It all started with 
the football team making it to state with an undefeated regular season and ended with the baseball and softball teams making their first trip in 
school history to the state tourney along with so many great things in between such as our speech team progressing and the first ever middle 
school musical. 
  
I also want to thank all of our staff members who make such a difference in our students’ lives every day. We truly have the best team made 
up of very passionate educators, coaches, and staff members. It becomes apparent when our administration asks them to take on a new 
challenge or task. 
  
“Bright Futures” Referendum Update 
Pillager School District has completed two years of the strategic plan that was completed at the end of 2015 by a group of twenty district 
residents, parents, grandparents, staff members, business and community leaders. That Bright Futures Task Force Committee created a 
strategic plan with seven priorities that became a vision for our district leadership to follow.  One of the priorities created was to develop a plan 
for facility expansion, which includes classrooms and a performing fine arts auditorium where the community would also benefit. 
  
From that information, the district completed an organizational and facility study with an independent consultant to analyze enrollment trends 
along with facility and financial analysis.  The district also hired Widseth, Smith and Nolting to complete a formal facility need assessment. 
These steps were all taken to provide the board with as much detailed information as possible before decisions were made to seek a voter-
approved referendum. 
  
Throughout this newsletter you will find information regarding the upcoming referendum vote on November 7.  We will also have three 
community meetings scheduled as well as district mailings as well. Please read through the information to make an informed decision and 
don’t hesitate to email or call if you have a question. 
 
Curriculum Changes and Updates 
The district has made a few changes in the area of curriculum for the upcoming school year.  Here are some changes for next fall: 

 New Science curriculum purchased for grades K-12. 

 A revised specialist schedule in the elementary with all students receiving technology instruction 

 Increased physical education and health for Middle School Students 
 
 

 

District Superintendent, Mike Malmberg 

 

Coronation 
Monday,  

September 18 

Volleyball 
Thursday, 

September 21 

XCountry 
Thursday, 

September 21 

Parade 
Friday afternoon, 

September 22 

Football 
Friday,  

September 22 

5K Race 
Saturday, 

September 23 

You will notice some changes in pick-up and  
drop-off spots for the Elementary.  More information  
will be sent out through the Alert system. 
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ACT registration deadline for the  
Saturday, September 9 test date 

is Friday, August 4. Please go 
to www.act.org to register your 
student.  I would encourage all 

seniors who have not taken the ACT and who are planning on attending 
a four year college to register for the September ACT.  Students who 

have taken the ACT, but who would like to take it again should also sign 
up for the September ACT. 

ALC through Freshwater Education District will be offered after school at 
the Pillager High School.  This is for students who are behind credits 
and need to make them up in order to graduate.     

 
Classes will be held on Tuesdays and/or Wednesdays after school de-
pending on student scheduling needs.  Students already enrolled should 
attend on Tuesday, Sept 5th at 3:15 in room 605. 
 
 If you have any questions regarding ALC you may contact  
  Gina Taylor at 218-746-2081 or email at gtaylor@isd116.org or  
  Sue Turner at 218-746-2116 or sturner@isd116.org. 

Wednesday, October 25:  The 
"Reality Store" is a fun, hands-
on, "real-life" simulation for high 
school juniors and seniors at 
Pillager School. The purpose of 
this event is to provide students 
with a taste of reality through an 
educational role-playing simula-
tion relating to making financial choices.  
 
Each high school junior and senior is given, at random, a career, a 
salary and a family life situation. They are told they are the head of 
the household at age 25. Then off they go to the high school gym to 
experience "real life" and make some challenging financial decisions.  
 

Community volunteers are needed at the booths. Volun-
teers will initial the student's checklist to verify that he has 

visited the booth. Volunteers can assist the student in considering 
different options on how much he will spend, but ultimately the stu-
dent makes the final decision.  

 

10th Annual Reality Store  

High School Principal,  
Jason  Savage 

As I begin my first school year as Principal of 
Pillager High School, I am excited and committed 
to making a positive difference in your student’s lives and high 
school experience. I was attracted to the Pillager School 
system after hearing so many positive comments from those I 
visited with regarding the Pillager School District. 
Before accepting the High School Principal position I had the 
opportunity to visit with staff and students at Pillager High 
School and below are just some of the reasons that this 
educator was impressed with Pillager: 
 Students and staff both talked about a family atmosphere 

where they felt truly cared about. 
 Instructors and administrators were setting and reviewing 

high academic standards for the students. 
 The administration was working in a professional learning 

community looking for ways they could support staff 
professional growth. 

 The community pride and dedication to the school was 
evident in the outstanding educational facilities. 

 Staff commented on how respectful and friendly the 
students were both in and out of school. 

 Area residents that had nothing but praise for the schools 
and the improvement they have seen in the last decade 
or so. 

 Students talked about feeling safe and connected at 
school. 

These are just a few of the reasons I’m excited to become a 
part of the HUSKY NATION! 
 
I tend to talk to myself often.  As I start my first year as the 
High School Principal I have given myself the following advice: 
(This advice would be the same advice I would give my 
children/students as they start a new school year). 
 
 I understand that there will be days at PHS that I feel are 

successful and other days that will feel like failures.  I will 
have a mindset to celebrate my successes and learn from 
my failures but I will NOT fear failure.  I know how well I 
handle my failures or tough days will be important in 
building a growth mindset. 

 I will take the time to build relationships with students, 
staff and community members in Pillager. I know that 
good relationships are the best predictor of happiness 
and success. 

 I will look at change as an opportunity for personal 
growth.  I know that there is no improvement without 
change. 

 I will seek to help others and make sure that their needs 
are met.  I know communities are stronger when we look 
out for each other. 

 I will embrace the challenges of the future while we 
continue to honor and celebrate the traditions of the 
past.   

I know our energetic staff, involved parents and 
committed students will work together to make the 2017-
18 school year at Pillager High School the best yet! 

High School 

ALC (Alternative Learning Center) 

http://www.act.org/
tel:(218)%20746-2196
mailto:gtaylor@isd116.org
tel:(218)%20746-2116
mailto:sturner@isd116.org
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As we enter into the start of school again in a few weeks, I can’t help but remind myself of the incredible opportunity I 
have to be a part of so many great people’s lives.  As the principal at Pillager Middle School, I can’t begin to tell you how 
blessed we all are to have the adults we have in place to come alongside the students on a daily basis.  We can spend 
a lot of time trying to “figure out” the best programs, curriculum, schedules, etc., but in the end, it comes right back to 
the people. 
 
Pillager Middle School begins it’s third year as a true middle school, as the state of Minnesota would have us designated.  I have seen, and 
been a part of, many changes at Pillager through the years.  I am thankful for the foundation that has been built at Pillager that believes in, 
and supports the hiring of good people and allowing them to invest in the students in ways that will most positively affect them for a life-
time.  I know that the “culture” of a building has the best chance to really make a difference in the learning that occurs on a daily basis. 
 
As we start this year, we will have many new staff who have been hired to work with our students.  These hires are due to increased enroll-
ment and a commitment by the district to offer programming to meet student needs at all levels.  I believe we have hired another excellent 
group of teachers who will make a difference for years to come.  I encourage you to stop in and meet the new staff as well as to continue to 
build a healthy relationship with those teachers already in place who work with our students.  We continue to be fortunate in hiring good 
people in a time where many schools are struggling to fill positions, much less with quality people like we continue to attract. 
 
One area where we will really focus on this year will be a true RTI (Response To Intervention) program for struggling kids.  We will continue 
to have an ICU (Intensive Care Unit) program for those kids who especially struggle with getting work turned in on time and may need a 
little extra encouragement.  RTI will focus on those students who have shown through assessments that they are lacking in the skills neces-
sary to be successful in their classes.  Data will be used to group students who will then receive small group instruction on a daily basis until 
they have met the standards necessary in the areas they are lacking skill acquisition.   The instruction will be delivered by a licensed teach-
er and focus on one subject area (math or reading).  Students will continue to have their regular classes; RTI is in addition to the regular 
instruction as it allows us to focus on specific skill deficiencies in a small group setting. 
 
Another area of focus this year will be to make sure we get our students as many “life experiences” as possible.  This will be done by taking 
students out of the building to experience things that can’t be replicated in the classrooms.  We want to have kids learn the importance of 
serving others, know what it means to work with others, know how to communicate with others in team settings, and other skills they will 
need as they transition into high school and out of school one day.  It is our intention to prepare our middle schoolers to be the best young 
adults they can be and to know how to use the skills they have learned in positive ways. 
 
In closing, I want to once again reaffirm my commitment to serving the kids in Pillager.  As it is with anyone, we may not always remember 
what we have been taught along the way or “what” was said, but we will always remember how someone made us feel.  I will continue to do 
my best to foster a culture of respect and responsibility within our staff.  Knowing that having staff that will respect our kids and teach them 
to be responsible is paramount to me.  The way people are treated on a consistent basis will go a long ways to help provide them with a 
stable way of life and help keep them healthy. 
 
Thank you again for being parents that care for our kids.  Tell your children the following every day….I love you, I am proud of you, and you 
are so good at….. (you fill in the blank!)  Doing this will help build confidence in all of our kids and help provide them with a healthy founda-
tion as they face the many difficult daily decisions they are sure to see.  Together we can make a difference! 
 
I hope to see you at the Open House on August 29 from 4:30-7:00.  This is a great time to meet staff and help get the year started off on a 
positive note.  As always, let me know how I can help.  Go M.A.D. (Make A Difference) in all you do! 

Middle School Principal, Scott Doss 

OPEN HOUSE  
PARENT MEETINGS 

August 29 

 5th grade student and parent meeting  
in the Middle School gym at 4:30 

 6th-8th grade student and parent meeting  
in the Middle School gym at 6:00 p.m. 

 

October 24-27  
 

All proceeds from sales  
are used to purchase library  
items. You can even stop by  

when you attend Fun Fest.   

Book Fair 
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The Class of 2019 would like   
to invite you to  

Fun Fest  
Friday, October 27 

 
6:00-8:30 p.m. in the Middle School gym  

There will be games, a haunted house, food, and more!   
This is an annual family event ... all are welcome.  Children are  

welcome to dress up in their Halloween costumes! If you are interested 
in having a booth, contact the High School office at 746-2113. 

Middle School 
Metier, version 2.0, is a grades 5-8 experiential learning project. Our vision is to construct an army of meta-
learners and future world-class performers that live lives north of happy. 
 
 Fifth and sixth grade students learn the truest, happiest, and greatest versions of themselves through 
play, flow, and love. “Passion is the intersection of the three or more things you care about,” Steven Kotler 
said. Metier will find these intersections with students through a series of game-based and service-based 
projects which will lead to a profile that showcases how each student learns, focuses, and serves best. 
 Seventh and eighth students, in partnership with NJPA’s Tech Mobile, will experience the following 
career fields in the 2017-2018 school year: environment (September), transportation (October), robotics 
(November), business (December-January), electricity (February), and agriculture and green energy (March). 

Students in all grades will rank their experiences on the Adolescent Emoji Flow Scale, which ranks one’s flow, focus, and feeling on a scale 
of 1-10. The top scoring categories will provide invaluable understanding of each student. These “compasses” will then guide students into 
their “lighthouses” or metiers: jobs they love and that love them back. 
Metier’s main goal is offering a stage or a platform for every student to know they are fearfully and wondefully made to serve others with 
their own unique gifts and talents in a field that makes them come alive. As Howard Thurman said, “Don't ask what the world needs. Ask 
what makes you come alive and go do it, because what the world needs is people who have come alive.” 

     Fall Fun Fest 

The first camp will for our new band students, just beginning their musical journey with 
the band. The beginning band camp will meet Monday through Friday, August 14 
through August 18. The camp will run from 9:00 AM till 1:00 PM each day. Lunch will be 
served in the school cafeteria each day.  Camp will conclude with a short concert on 
Friday, August 18, at 12:30 PM. Students will spend time in small group lessons, as 
well a sectional and large ensemble rehearsal. Students will be mentored by older stu-
dents, as well as Mr. Freelove and Mrs. Mortensen. 
. 

The second camp will be for our middle school band students entering grades five 
through eight, and is open and encouraged for our new beginners too.  This camp will 
meet Monday through Friday, August 21 through August 25. The camp will run from 9:00 
AM till 1:00 PM each day. Lunch will be served in the school cafeteria each day.  Camp 
will conclude with a short concert on Friday, August 25, at 12:30 PM. Students will spend 
time in small group lessons, as well a sectional and large ensemble rehearsal. Students 
will be mentored by older students, as well as Mr. Freelove and Mrs. Mortensen. 
Beginning students can attend both weeks for one fee. 

 

 

Camp Cost for either camp: 
The cost for camp is $10.00 per student, and will cover the cost the camp and a camp t-shirt. Beginning students must also have secured an 

instrument and beginning band book by the first day of camp.  Registration forms have been mailed to you or are available upon request. 

Sponsored by the Pillager Education Foundation 
at Fun Fest, October 27 

6:00-8:30 p.m. 
 

Enjoy a few holes of  
mini-golf with your 

friends! 
 

We are looking for Hole Sponsorships 
Call Steve Uban if you are interested. 
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Elementary Principal, Josh Smith 

I am extremely excited to be taking on a new role in the Pillager School District and couldn’t be more honored than to 
have the opportunity to serve as the Elementary Principal.  Over my 15 years in Pillager, I have had the privilege of 
teaching 5th grade, serving as Dean of Students, Curriculum Director, and High School Principal.  Each experience 
has been rewarding in its own way and has presented new challenges that, I believe, have prepared me for this 
opportunity to serve the students and families of Pillager Elementary School. 
 
Open, honest communication is a critical piece in positive and healthy relationships and I value feedback.  I encourage 
you to ask questions and be involved where you can.  While it is important to me that information about what is 
happening in the school is shared frequently, there may be times when questions come up.  I welcome your input and will certainly try to 
provide reasonable answers whenever possible. 
 
I mentioned the importance of relationships and on behalf of the staff, I want to assure you that the students of Pillager Elementary School 
will be well cared for and that we do not take for granted the trust placed in us to provide a safe, high quality learning environment for 
students.  Building and maintaining positive relationships with the students, families, and community of Pillager is a priority. 
 
To close, I am truly looking forward to continuing many of the fantastic pieces that make Pillager Elementary School special and am anxious 
to see everyone back to school in September. 

 

 
 

Thursday, August 24 —  6:00-7:00 p.m. 
On the school playground (in Elementary gym if it is raining) 

Join us for a fun gathering before school starts. Meet the other 
Kindergarten kids in your class and their parents, play on the 

playground and enjoy a summer-time treat. 
Sponsored by the Elementary PTO 

Elementary School 

May Student of the Month 
Layla Fussy, Gavin Niles, Lindsey Hawkinson, Kaitlyn 
Carlson, Gabby Schrom, Mya Kruger, Izzabella Ostrander, 
Deven Brekkestran, Madison Vanek, Jackson Camacho, 
Elliott Imdieke, Logan Fitch, Edward Larson, Nicholas 
Emerson, Annie Schlosser, Cooper Colgrove, Willow 
Shingledecker, Kate Turner, Rachael Jensen, Kiah 
Dumprope, Gavin Badger 

You are likely to notice several new faces 
at Pillager Elementary School this 
year.  We are excited to welcome each of 
these individuals and we are certainly 
excited to see the positive impact each of 
them bring to the students, faculty, and 
community of Pillager!  Along with the new 
staff, there are same faces that are 
changing places.   

Anna Maland - Early Childhood,   
Beth Gustason - Kindergarten 
Kellie Klimek - 3rd Grade 
Wendy Hall - Title I 

Aubrey Fussy - Technology 
Erik Espe - Music 
Brian Homan - Phy.Education 
Lindsay Solheim - Speech 

Pillager Elementary School is fortunate to be able to offer a 
co-teaching model of instruction in grades 1-4.  What is co-
teaching?  In simplified terms, co-teaching consists of two 
teachers working together in the same class to provide the 
best supports for students.  Co-teachers collaborate using 
the six most effective options for working together in a 
classroom: one teach/one observe, one teach/one support, 
team teaching, alternative teaching, parallel teaching, and 
station teaching.  If your student is in a co-teaching 
classroom or if you’d just like to hear more about this model 
of instruction, I encourage you to attend an informational 
session on August 21 at 5:30-6:15 in the Media Center at 
school.  You could also find information by reading the work 
of Marilyn Friend. 
 
Co-teaching teams in 2017-2018 are: 
Grade 1:  Mrs. Whitlock and Mrs. Marcy 
Grade 2: Mrs. Whitlock and Mr. Davoli 
Grade 3: Mrs. Thom and Mrs. Houle 
Grade 4: Mrs. Johnson and Mr. Kristenson 

Grades K-4  
(next fall) 

August 5, 12, 19, 26 
9:30-10:30 a.m. 

Cost: $25 
On field 3  

(by playground) 
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WIN (What I Need) Time 
Pillager Elementary School has scheduled What-I-Need time for 
every student.  Your child will be provided with targeted, small 
group instruction by a highly qualified teacher. 
 
During WIN time, different instructional strategies will be used to 
meet your child’s needs.  The teachers track your child’s progress 
over time to monitor their success throughout the year.  Groups 
are often flexible and may change based on your child’s progress. 

Academic progress toward grade level standards in Kindergarten through 4th grade will be 
monitored in a number of ways.  A new assessment tool that will be used is Star360.  STAR 
assessments are computer-adaptive tests. Computer-adaptive tests continually adjust the 
difficulty of each child’s test by choosing each test question based on the child’s previous 
response.  Star360 is replacing NWEA. 
 

STAR tests are designed to be as efficient as possible. On average, students will complete the STAR tests in approximately 20 
minutes.  The results of these assessments will be used to guide instruction in the classroom and during WIN time. 

ENVoY stands for Educational Non-Verbal Yardsticks.  It is a systematic 
approach of using non-verbal skills to manage students with influence rather than 
power.  Seven patterns of non-verbal skills have been identified in teachers who 
have excellent classroom management.  Teachers who systematically utilize the 
full range of non-verbal management skills are able to reinforce consistent and 
fair parameters while preserving their relationships with each student, regardless 
of unique learning styles or cultural backgrounds. 

Pillager Elementary School continues to be an ENVoY certified school which means that at least 80% of our teachers practice the “gems” 
of ENVoY at a habit level.  In addition to our certified teachers, over 80% of Pillager Elementary School’s educational assistants are whole 
group certified and 100% of our educational assistants are playground certified! 
 
To achieve such an accomplishment requires dedication and hard work.  Pillager Elementary staff attended several days of training this 
summer to enhance their current ENVoY skills and learn even more positive strategies for the upcoming school year! 
 
Throughout the 2017-2018 school year, teachers and staff from other school districts will be visiting Pillager Elementary School to watch 
ENVoY Live!  This is a fantastic opportunity for Pillager to provide high quality staff development for other schools and teachers and it is 
definitely something to take pride in as a school and community! 

Performances: 

Friday evening, August 4 at 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday afternoon, August 5 at 2:00 p.m. 

 
Tickets will be available at the door for  

$5/adults and $3/students.  
The whole community is invited to attend  

this family event! 

July 31-August 4, 2017 
10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Cost: $35 
Auditions for anyone ages 7-18 
Participants may have a shorter day on Monday depending on their 

part. Schedules for other days are also flexible, but will all be be-
tween the times of 10:30-2:30 p.m. 

“A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
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Anna Maland, School Readiness  
I am so excited to be a part of the husky family! I grew up in Henning, MN and attended college at Minnesota State University 
Moorhead. I graduated from MSUM in May with a degree in Early Childhood Education. Some things I enjoy doing outside of 
work are hiking, kayaking, fishing, hunting, reading, and spending time with my family. Since I am so interested in outdoor 
activities, I am anxious to make this beautiful part of Minnesota my home and I am thrilled to be taking on my first 
year of teaching in the Pillager community!   

Kelsie Jares, HS Special Education 
I have been an Educational Assistant at Pillager School for the past 3 years. This will be my first year teaching. I currently live in 

Nisswa with my husband, and our two children. I love spending time with my family boating, fishing, gardening, four-wheeling, 
and traveling. I am very excited for this new opportunity at Pillager School. 

 Erik Espe, MS/HS Choir 
 I am excited to be starting as the new choir director in the Pillager schools. I grew up in two Minnesota cities; 
first in Owatonna and then in Bemidji. I earned my Bachelor of Music degree in Vocal Music Education from the University of 
Minnesota - Twin Cities. For nine years I directed the choirs at Mounds View High School, and most recently for four years at 
Long Prairie-Grey Eagle Secondary School. Interests of mine outside of music include travel, camping and hiking, ping-pong 
and most importantly, golf. My wife Dawn and son Oliver also look forward to joining the Pillager schools community. Until 
we’re able to move closer, we live down the road just outside of Browerville.  

Kelly Savage, MS/HS Special Ed  

I am starting my 25th year of teaching.  I taught in Wisconsin for my first 5 years and the last 20 for the Elk River School District 
all in special education.  My husband is the new Pillager High School Principal.   We have two daughters and a dog.  Kadie, our 

oldest daughter, was  married this summer. She lives in Rugby, ND and works as a Registered Nurse.  Molly is a senior at 
Wartburg College majoring in communication arts, and Sadie is a 10 year old Australian Terrier.  We have been living on Mille 

Lacs Lake at Izatys Resort for the last two years, but will be building in Pillager this fall.  My hobbies include working out, golfing, 
going on walks, and spending time with family and friends.  I am thrilled to begin my new Pillager journey!    

Jacob Box, 6th Grade 
I grew up in Merrifield and graduated from Pequot Lakes High School in 2011. After high school, I attended Central Lakes 
College in Brainerd and played baseball there. After two years at CLC I transferred to Minnesota State University- Moorhead. I 
graduated from MSUM in 2017 and moved to Breezy Point, MN with my fiancé Elizabeth and two year old son, Declan. Elizabeth 
and I are getting married in October 2017. Outside of school I enjoy spending time outdoors and coaching football and baseball.  
I am looking forward to my first year teaching at Pillager Middle School. 

Delaney Welle, Middle School Special Ed 
I was born and raised near Minneapolis, and attended college at University of Minnesota Duluth. In December 2016 I graduated 

with my bachelor's degree in elementary education and special education (ABS). My husband, Nathan and I got married this 
summer and we live in Little Falls.  In my free time, I love to do anything outdoors! Gardening, hiking and swimming in the lake 

are my favorites, especially with family!  

Aubrey Fussy, Elementary Instructional Technology 
Hi, my name is Aubrey Fussy. I am excited to be your technology teacher for the 2017-18 school year. This will be my 15th year 
teaching and my first year at Pillager. My husband and I have two small puppies named Ari and Teagen. We enjoy living in 
Baxter and love the outdoors. This will be the best school year yet! 
 

Brian Homan, Middle School/ Elementary PE 
I was born and raised in Wahkon, MN and Graduated from St Cloud State with a degree in Health and Physical 

Education with a minor in DAPE.  I've spent the last 7 years teaching in Jordan, MN and coaching Football, Basketball 
and Track. I have a wife, Jen, and four beautiful children, Juliann (7), Carly (5), Trevor (3) and Ryder (1).  We enjoy 

anything outdoors and especially being with family/friends.  We're excited to have a place for our horses and animals and 
get to know the great people in the Pillager community and schools. 

 

Kellie Klimek, third grade 
 I am excited to become a Pillager Husky! I will be joining the third grade team this year. I grew up in the Brainerd area and love 
living by the lakes. I graduated from St. Cloud State University and have been teaching Kindergarten for three years. I enjoy craft 
projects, swimming, and spending time with my family. 

 
 
   Other staff: 

Kellie 
Klimek 

Leola Schultz 
HS Math 

Lindsay Solheim, 
Speech Therapy 
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Based on studies in 
the United States 
approximately 1 out 
of 125 children have 
a peanut allergy. 
Allergies to peanuts, 
shellfish, and eggs, 
along with other al-
lergies have in-

creased in the last decade. Therefore, it seems 
that it is likely that we will have students with 
food allergies in our school system.  
 
We have implemented a PEANUT-FREE 
ZONE in our cafeteria. A table will be set aside 
for students with peanut and other food aller-
gies. Students may sit at this table with friends 
if their breakfast or lunches do not include pea-
nuts, peanut oil, or other known food allergies. 
Our goal is to keep all students safe! 

Allergy Alert 

The Elementary school 
has earned nearly 

$3000 again last school 
year 

 from BOX TOPS. 
 

Thanks for clipping 
these BOX TOPS. This 

is NOT just an 
Elementary project… 

community members or 
MS/HS students  can 
drop off their clippings 
at the Shante or at any 

school office. 
 

Keep saving  
BOX TOPS!  

 

Join the Pillager PTO — a Parent Teacher Organization. We are a group of 
parent and teacher volunteers working hard to make a great school even 
better. We meet monthly to plan family activities, enrichment programs, 
fundraising events and discuss how we can support the classroom. 
 

You can make a difference!   
Check out our website at www.pillagerpto.com  

 
for more information or contact one of our board members under “Meet our 
Board” on our website. We meet the second Tuesday of each month at 6 
p.m.  

 



12  

 

 
Fall Coach Line-up 

Football: Paul Peterson 
 

Paul Peterson will be entering his third 
year with the Pillager Huskies Football 
Family, second year as head 
coach.  He is a native of Two Harbors, 
MN, graduated from Bemidji State 
University, and earned a Master’s 
Degree from the University of St. 
Thomas in MN.   
Prior to moving back to Minnesota, Paul coached in North 
Dakota.  While in Larimore, ND, he was head coach (2008-
2014) and an assistant (2003-2007).  Previously, he was 
an assistant coach (1995-1997) and head coach (1998-
2002) at Red River High School in Grand Forks, ND.  Paul 
and his wife, Nancy, are the parents of three boys: PJ, 
Jake, and Erik.  Erik will be a sophomore playing for the 
Huskies this year.   
“I continue to be very excited about this opportunity to be 
the Pillager Head Football Coach.  Excited to be working 
with a great coaching staff and hard working players. 
Excited to see were this football journey will take us 
because day by day, we get better and better.  Go 
Huskies!" 
Assistants: Jim Bentson, Eric Fornshell, Dan Johnson 
JH Football: Chris Berent, Rob Freelove 

 
 
Volleyball: Jessica Davoli 
This is my 3rd season being the head 
volleyball coach and 6th season in the 
program. I, along with my assistants, 
Alissa Becker and Jill Moss are excited 
about the group of girls returning and 
coming up.  We have had great turnouts 
to our summer open gyms and leagues 

which shows the passion the girls have for volleyball and 
the desire to get better.  We are looking forward to a fun 
season! Go Huskies!  
Assistants: Alissa Becker, Jill Moss 
JH Volleyball: Mikayla Michaletz, Penny Grimsley 
  

 
Cross Country: Terry 
Hollingsworth 
Terry Hollingsworth is no stranger 
to Pillager. He has coached at 
Pillager in several different sports 
since 1992. He has helped with 
Cross Country since its beginning 
in 2001 and became head coach in 
2005.  Terry expects another great 
year building on last year’s successes! 

August 14 @ 12:05 AM 
MIDNIGHT FOOTBALL PRACTICE 
August 14  
 9-12 grade football (8:30 am) 
 9-12 grade volleyball (8 am) 
     6-12 grade CC (8 am) 
August 21 @ 8:00am 
 JH football:   
     JH volleyball 
August 22 @ 3:30 
 5/6 volleyball 
 5/6 football(equipment day) 
September 6 @ 3:30 
 3/4 volleyball 
 3/4 football (FLAG) 

Start-up date and times 
for Fall Sports 

Parent Night—Senior Night 

Football:   
Parent Night - September 1 
Senior Night - October 6 
 
Volleyball:   
Parent Night - October 10 
Senior Night - October 17 

**Important Fall Athletic  
Registration Meeting** 

All registration forms and paperwork for physicals  
are available on the Pillager School website. 

 

Monday, August 7 in the Pillager School Commons 
 
For all students grades 3-12 who plan to participate in a fall sport during the 
2015/16 school year (including 2nd grade cross country participants) 
 
5:30-8:00  Registration tables open  
5:30-7:00  Physicals available from Lakewood Health** (grades 7-12) —  $15 
6:30-7:00  Fall Youth sports informational meeting* (grades 3-6) 
7:00-8:00  Fall  Varsity/JV/JH sports informational meeting* (grades 7-12)  
 

*Informational meetings will cover Pillager High School policies, rules, activities handbook, 
schedules, and etc.  MSHSL league policies and expectations will be covered during this 
time as well.  At the end of the V/JV/JH meeting there will be a breakout session for each 
fall sport to meet briefly with the coaching staff.   

 

**To schedule your physical, please stop by the middle school gym locker  
room hallway between 5:30-7:00 p.m. (Signs will be posted).   
Checks for physicals made payable to Pillager Schools.   

 

Reminder that all athletes (starting in 7th grade) must have a completed physical every 3 
years in order to be eligible to participate.  Athletes may not participate in practice without 
a current physical, forms turned in, and all fees paid.   

 

This meeting is specific to fall sports, however, if you may also register for winter or spring 

sports at this meeting as well. 

 

Questions? Call: Pillager School Activities Director Wade Mortenson (746-2115) or email 

wmortenson@isd116.org 

 

  

Athletics / Activities 
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September 23 will be the ninth annual varsity CC meet at Pillager 
School. It will be at the Pine Beach West Golf Course at Maddens.   
 
There will be five races:   
3:45 p.m.   Open to any elementary students and/or  
  family runners. This will include our Youth  
  Sports team of 2nd-5th graders. 
4:00 p.m.   Jr. High Girls, Jr. High Boys, Varsity Girls,  
  Varsity Boys. The girls run 4000 meters  
  (2 1/2 miles) and the boys run 5000 meters  
  ( 3.1 miles).  Most of the conference schools  
  are coming to run with us.   
 
This would be great race to show our support to the XC team! 

Cross Country Invitational This year a special FANCARD will be available for 
purchase for $50. This card will serve as a discount card to local 
business AND will be your ADULT ACTIVITY PASS to all Pillager 
School athletics and activities!  The great thing about this program is 
that some of this money will go directly back to athletics.  Cards will also 
be available at games and from the office.  
 

ADMISSION TO ATHLETICS AND ACTIVITIES 
Students K-12: FREE 
 Adults:  $5.00 each game or FANCARD 
Over 65   Free with pass Senior pass 
 

ACTIVITY PARTICIPATION FEES 
Musicals, One Act, and Speech:  $40 
Youth Sports:    $40 
JH (7th-8th grade):   $50 
C/JV/V (grades 9-12): $75 
Family Max:    $300 
 

TRACK/FIELD Girls Boys 

Most Valuable Sprinter Jordyn VanVickle Dylan Loftis 

Most Valuable Distance Bethany Gielow Brennan Bordwell 

Most Valuable Field Julia Johnson Josh Lair (Thrower) 
Garret Johnson (Jumps) 

Most Improved Danielle Conklin 
Danielle Kocur 

Abel Hernandez 

Husky Award Brenna Bollig Skylor Hensch 

Husky Tracks Senior 
Leadership Award 

 Bethany Gielow 

Boys All Conference: Brennan Bordwell, Ben Oie  
Boys All Conference (Honorable Mention): Dylan Loftis, Zacc 
Gilbertson, Jared Eng, Logan Gjovik, Dylan Loftis, Ben Oie, Tucker 
Peterson, Levi Nagel, Brennan Bordwell, Luke Woidyla, Carson 
VanVicke, Skylor Hensch, Judah Beard, Zeke Gilbertson, Garret 
Johnson, Josh Lair 
Boys State Qualifier: Dylan Loftis 
Boys Academic All-State: Brennan Bordwell 
 
Girls All Conference: Bethany  Gielow, Julia Johnson, Jordyn VanVickle, 
Rebecca Swartz, Mariah Ramsey, Danielle Conklin 
Girls Park Region Conference Field MVP: Julia Johnson 
Girls State Qualifier: Julia Johnson 
Girls Academic All-State: Bethany Gielow, Danielle Conklin, Rebecca 
Swartz, Julia Johnson, Jordyn VanVickle 

 SOFTBALL BASEBALL 

Most Valuable Player Samantha Thomas 
Hailea Books 

Joshua Doss 

Most Improved Player Samantha Macheel Jakob Murray 

Excellence Award  Bo Kruchten 

Husky Award Vanessa Peterson  

Teammate Award Katie Fillbrandt  

Attitude Award Miranda Paananen  

Dedication Award Emma Litke  

Park Region All 
Conference  

Hailea Books 
Samantha Thomas 
Kylie Woidyla 

Joshua Doss 
Ridge Hunstad 

Park Region All 
Conference Honorable 
Mention 

Vanessa Peterson 
Ella Kilchesky 

 

All Section Hailea Books 
Kylie Woidyla 
Ella Kilchesky 
Miranda Paananen 
Samantha Thomas 
Samantha Macheel 

Joshua Doss 
Ridge Hunstad 
Braeden Wangsness 
Tyler Wilcox 

GOLF 
AWARDS 

Girls Boys 

MVP Brady Enneking Abby Koel   

Most Improved Jordan Hines    Bailey Knoblauch    

Husky Award Isaac Thomsen     Charlea Johnson      

Coaches Award Chase Muller  Sadie Tryggeseth 

Clay Target League Season Results 

Our team finished third in our conference.  
Logan Lunow took 3rd in guys in our conference  
Kaitlyn Luksik took 2nd in girls in our conference.  

At the State Tournament we were ranked 25th in the state! 

SPRING SPORTS AWARDS 

Athletics / Activities 
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Name  Registering for:   3rd-4th FB         5th-6th FB             CC   
  3rd-4th VB        5th-6th VB 

Grade / Teacher  Contact Phone #            

Child’s Birthdate  Email for Alert Now  

Check if parent is interested in being an assistant coach     Health issues that would affect participation: 

Date Registration Received: _______________       Cash / Check received: $_______________    

Release of Liability  (This form MUST be signed before registration is complete.) 
In consideration of your accepting my child or ward’s entry, I herby waive and release any and all rights and claims that I, my child/ward may have 
against Pillager Public Schools, its servants, agents, or employees, for any and all injuries and other damages arising out of or connected with par-
ticipation in the activity. I further agree and consent to emergency treatment for my child/ward by a physician or hospital, in the event that I cannot 
be reached. This waiver is in effect while my child/ward is participating in Youth Sports at Pillager Schools. 
 
Adult Signature ________________________________________________________________________          Date ____________________ 

Youth Sports Registration           $40 registration fee 

 

Pillager Youth Sports is now a part of the Athletic department.  
Registration fees will be a part of the same family max as the 
high school ($300 per family per year).  
 
The Head Coach of each Youth Sport will be a part of the 
school-wide coaching staff and chosen by the Varsity coach of 
each sport. Parents are invited to join as volunteer assistant 
coaches. 
 
Passes to all school athletics and activities are FREE this year. 

Cross-Country 
 

2nd-5th grade Cost: $40   
 Monday, Wednesday 3:30-4:45 

 Season: September 6-October 11 

 Meet in HS commons 
 

 Involved in local XC meet (Sept.21) 
        and Pillager 5K run (Sept. 23) 
(6th graders are a part of JH team) 

Football 
 

3rd-4th grade FLAG Football 

 Monday, Wednesday 3:30-4:45 

 Meet on the JV baseball field in back. 

 Saturday morning games/practice (times 
to be announced). Some travel required. 

 Season: September 6-October 14 
 
  

5th-6th grade TACKLE Football 

 Tuesday, Thursday 3:30-5:00  

 Meet on the JV baseball field in back. 

 Saturday morning games (practice times 
to be announced). Some travel required.  

 Season: August 22-Oct. 14 

 Equipment distributed: Aug. 22, 3:30-5:00 

  

Cost: $40 for either football program 
  

Volleyball 
 
3rd-4th grade 

 Monday, Wednesday 3:30-4:45  

 Meet in the elementary gym 

 Saturday morning games (some travel) 
(Practice times to be announced) 

 Season: September 6-October 14 
 
 
5th-6th grade 

 Tuesday, Thursday 3:30-5:00 

 Meet in the elementary gym 

 Saturday morning games (some travel) 
(Practice times to be announced) 

 Season: August 22-October 14 
  
 

Cost: $40 for either volleyball program 

August 7   
 

Important Registration Meeting:  
all 3 sports, grades 3-6 w/ parents 

 

Registration booths open 5:30-8:00  
Youth Fall Sports Meetings 6:30-7:00 

Punt , Pass, Kick competition  
Saturday, September 23   12:30 p.m. 

ages 6-15, boys and girls FREE 

To register, go to 
www.nflppk.com 
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SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL’S  
ACTIVITIES, ARTS,  
AND ATHLETICS 
 

JOIN THE BOOSTER CLUB! 
Contact Wade Mortenson for info. 
wmortenson@isd116.org  or (218) 746-2115 

 

Midnight Madness 
The MSHSL allows football practice to begin on 

August 14, so we are starting at just after 
midnight in the early morning of August 14!! 

First Practice at 12:05 AM on August 14 
Practicing under the lights —  

spectators welcome. 

Monday Night Moms Clinic 
August 21  —  6:30 p.m. 

 
Here is a special night for moms to learn about the 
game of football. Taught by football coaches and 

players.  No cost.   

Husky Pup Football Clinic 
Friday, August 25 

5:30-6:30 p.m. 
free for grades K-4.  

 

Meet the Huskies 
6:30 p.m. 

August 25 (same night as Pup Clinic) 

Scrimmage  
vs Esko, Hermantown, & Duluth E 

August 26 

Home Game Themes: 

Sept 1  Parent’s Night  
Sept 8  Tackle Hunger Night 

Sept 22 Homecoming 
Oct 6  Senior Night VIT (Very Important 

Teacher) /  Tackle Cancer Night 

School Uses: 
1. Band and Choir concerts 
2. Community informational meetings 
3. Sectional/regional music competitions 
4. High School musical 
5. Middle School musicals 
6. Elementary programs 
7. One Act and Three Act Plays 
8. Children’s Theatre performances 
9. Class meetings 
10. Academic Award ceremonies 
11. Staff Inservice 
12. Coronation 
13. Reward Day movies 
14. Assemblies 
15. Class presentations 
16. Kindergarten graduation 
17. Hold larger classes here 
18. Spelling and geography bee 
19. Talent show 
20. Middle School orientation 
 

Community Uses: 
1. Recitals 
2. Baccalaureate 
3. Community Thanksgiving/Easter Services 
4. Community Theatre 
5. Dance performances 
6. Pageants 
7. Large group lectures 
8. Concert series 
9. Fiddler Contest 
10. Talent Shows 
11. Alumni Reunion program 
12. Memorial Day program 
13. Private rental uses 
14. Group meetings (Scouts, 4H, Lions, Legion) 

15. City informational meetings 
 
 

Fine Arts  
Center 

Anticipating the vote to add a Fine Arts Center to our 
school, the staff were asked “What could we do in a 500-
seat auditorium?” Many, many, many answers flooded in 

— here is the summary: 

Athletics / Activities 

 

A  
DANCE 
LINE 
CLUB  
is being  
formed this fall in Pillager. Watch for 
more details. Tentative start: October 23. 

Fall Music 
 

October 30 
Band and Choir 

Concerts 
 

December 1-3 
Middle School 

Musical 
 

We have added a new  
HS/MS Music teacher so  

Mr. Freelove will be 
teaching  MS/HS BAND, Mr. 

Epse will be teaching MS/
HS CHOIR. With this 

change, watch for more 
details about our concerts.  
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Title I is a federal grant for schools that helps support stu-
dents who need additional help. Our Title I funds are used to 
help reduce the number of reading groups, class sizes, etc. 
Title teachers, as well as all teachers at Pillager are highly 
trained, licensed and working in their area of expertise. 
 
We invite parents and community members to be involved 
with Title I. If you would like to help review and write grants 

or be involved in the planning of Title I or Title IIA, please con-
tact our Local Educational Agency (LEA) Mr. Josh Smith or 
our Title I teacher, Mrs. Wendy Hall. 
 
We encourage parents to be involved in their child's educa-
tion here at Pillager Elementary School. All students in Pillag-
er Elementary are able to receive services under the School 
Wide Title I Plan. We use data from our testing to determine 
strengths and needs of our students. 
 
We want all parents to be aware of the many opportunities to 
be on school committees. This includes a Title I committee. 
The Title I committee will annually review the "Ten Elements" 
of school wide planning as they work on the Title I plan.  
 
The district wide Parental Involvement Policy procedures has 
been developed jointly with parents of children participating in 
Title I programs. The school will distribute this policy to all 
parents of students participating in Title I, Part A on or be-
fore September 19 of the present school year. 
 
If you have any questions concerning Title I, please feel free 
to see the LEA for Title I, Mr. Smith at 746-2110.  

Title 1 — “It’s for Everybody!” 

Before and After School 

Parents, please note that students should not be in the school 
building before 8:10 a.m. The school is closed to all children 
after school unless they are in a supervised after-school activity 
or enrolled in “Fun Stop.” Please know that they will be asked to 
leave the school to either go outside or home. 

Now accepted in the District office  
for registration fees and lunch accounts 

 
 
The school board has made a 
commitment to increase communication 
with school families and our community.  
 

To make sure that you don’t miss any 
news, please make sure that the school 

has your email address by sending a quick message to  

news@isd116.org 
Please include your relationship to the school as “school family” 

or “community”. These emails will be used to distribute the 
additional digital newsletters. (We will still continue to mail 

through the Post Office these Husky News 4  times a year.) 

 

Notes from the Nurse 

Kindergarten students need copies  
of their pre-school screening  
information, birth certificate,  
and original copy of  
immunization record.  
Most kindergartners will need a  
5th DPT and a 4th Polio shot to enter  
school. All kindergartners also  
need to have documentation  
of Hepatitis B vaccination before  
they enter Kindergarten. These  
items must be on file at the school  
on or before the first day of classes.  
 
All students enrolled in grades 7-12 must have evidence of a 
TD booster given at or after 11 years of age. They also need to 
have documentation of two doses of MMR vaccine.  Contact the 
school nurse for more info (746-2114). 
 
Please check the school website for information about wellness 
guidelines and Over the Counter and Prescription authorization 
forms. 

Monday, September 25 
5:30-9:30 p.m. 

In the Media Center 
Course Prerequisites:  Minimum of 15 students 

Students should have completed the 8-hour initial 
 course through the MN Safety Council before taking  

this course for insurance discount purposes. 
Registration forms are online, or call 746-2105 
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September 2017 
Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sa

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

October 2017 

Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

November 2017 

Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sa

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

December 2017 
Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sa

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

January 2018 

Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sa

31 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

February 2018 

Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sa

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28    

March 2018 
Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sa

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

April 2018 

Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

May 2018 

Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sa

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

June 2018 

Su Mo Tue We Th Fri Sa

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

August  
28-29  Teacher Inservice 
29 Open House 
 
September 
5  First day of school 
 
October 
19-20  MEA — No school 
23  Staff Development — No school 
 
November 
3  End of 1st quarter 
21  Teacher Conferences 4-8 p.m. 
22   No school 

  Teacher Conferences 8 am—noon 
23-24  Thanksgiving — No school  
 
December 
22-Jan. 1 Christmas Break 
  Early Dismiss (1:00) on 12/22 
 
January 
2  Back to school 
12  Quarter 2 and Semester 1 ends 
15  Teacher Inservice—No school 
 
February 
15  Teacher Conferences 4-8 pm 
16   No school    

  Teacher Conferences 8-noon 
19  President’s Day—No school 
 
March 
16  Quarter 3 ends 
26-Apr 2 Spring Break—No school 
 
May 
25   Commencement 
28  Memorial Day—No School 
 
June 1 Last day of school 
  Early Dismiss at 1:00 p.m. 
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Everyone (K-12) on the same day 
Wednesday, September 13 

ATTENTION SENIORS:  Senior pictures are 

due October 14 (this includes senior portrait for yearbook, 
baby picture, and any pictures they would like to use for  
the senior slideshow); senior group photo will be taken on 
Friday, September 29--meet in the school commons for bus 
at 9 a.m. (location TBD) 

School Pictures 

 Open to everyone! 
 $15 includes a T-shirt. 
 Pre-register if possible  

by Sept. 11 to guarantee  
shirt size. Limited shirts availability on race day. 

 Call 838-1185 for more info 
 Registrations forms on the school website. 

Saturday, September 23 
Check-in     7:30 a.m. 
Race/Walk  8:30 a.m. 

Sales start the first 
day of school.  

 

$40 until September 30 
Watch for details or contact 

Mrs. Hutchison for details. 

Parent/Teacher conferences will be  
Tuesday, November 21 from 4-8 p.m. 

and Wednesday, November 22 from 8 AM-noon.  

Conference 

The Pillager Education Foundation is a group of volunteers 
who support our school through fundraising for classroom 
grants and student scholarships. 
 
Our mission statement is: “Working with our communities, we 
will support innovative approaches and enhance student ex-
cellence in academics, arts, athletics and activities.”      
 
For more information on how you can get involved or how to 
donate funds to the Pillager Ed Foundation, please see our 
website at www.pillageredfoundation.org 

 

 

Attention All ‘DADS’ of  Pillager Students! 
 

‘Dads and Kids’ Pizza Night Event!  —  FREE Pizza, Drinks and Fun! 
Dads, granddads, uncles, step-dads and adult brothers . . . this is your chance to have a 
night out alone with your child in a fun atmosphere at school.   

   On Tuesday, September 19 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. we will be having our third annual ‘Dads and Kids’ Pizza Night at 
our school.  We will meet in the Elementary School cafeteria at 6:00 for FREE pizza and drinks.  At 6:30 p.m. we will have a presentation about our 
WATCH D.O.G.S.® (Dads Of Great Students) Program.  RSVP  746-2105.    
WATCH D.O.G.S.®  is an innovative program being used by schools across America which helps them to be positively impacted by the committed 
involvement of fathers and father-figures in their student’s life.  Our goal is to have you spend at least one day this year at the school to be a 
positive male role model and to provide an extra set of eyes and ears. 

Check out the new 9-hole FRISBEE GOLF 
course on the Pillager School sports 

complex. Hole #1 is right inside the gate. 
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Cass County Fairgrounds: 
September 9 10 a.m.  Horse Show (851-4236) 
 
Bingo sponsored by the Lions Club—every Sunday afternoon 
starting again this fall. Watch for their sign. 

Community Events—Everyone Welcome! 

There are several ways that parents and community members can 
GET INVOLVED AT THE SCHOOL. 
For information on serving on any of these  
advisory board, please contact the person  
listed below: 
Booster Club — Chad Koel 
Elementary PTO—Kelly Metz 
Volunteer Coordinator—Sue Van Hal 
District Leadership Team—Mike Malmberg 
Pillager Education Foundation — Steve Uban 
Community Ed Advisory Board — Wade Mortenson 
 

Parents, please call the bus garage by 7:00 a.m. if your child/children will not be riding the bus for the day.  
This will help the buses stay on schedule!   
 
Fornshell Bus Service will be in the office for Open House, September 1 from 4:30-7:00 p.m. to answer 
any question regarding school bus transportation. 
 
Special note:  Students are allowed  only ONE designated bus stop in the morning and ONE designated 
bus stop in the afternoon.  These stops must be registered through Fornshell Bus and Pillager School. 
 

Transportation information forms were due by July 1.    
No bussing is guaranteed without a completed bus form. Please mail  

forms to Fornshell Bus Service or the Pillager School as soon as possible. 
Bus Safety on the roads: 

 Parents and district residents need to understand state laws in regards to school buses.   

 When school is in session, buses will be stopping on all forms of roads: state highways, county roads, city streets and township roads.  When buses 
stop, it means that a child is being picked up or dropped off.  Red flashing lights mean that you must stop.  It is illegal to pass a bus on either side 
while meeting or following the bus when the red lights are flashing. 

Bus Safety at school: 
We also ask that you follow the bus safety in the area around the school building.   

 The one way streets and driving restrictions have been developed for the safety of kids.  The parking lot on the south side of the school is a one way 
parking lot. Please enter from the east end only and exit from the west end only. This helps the flow of traffic off of East Second St. as it is one way.   

Each student in kindergarten through grade ten receives bus safety training every year.  All students take a written and practice test.  
As adult drivers, please be good examples. Thank you for your help in making school a safer place for kids. 

Transportation Information 

Our transportation services are handled 
by Fornshell Bus Service. 

 
fornshellbus@isd116.org 

(218) 746-3770 
 

Online info: School Website 
Use “services” tab on top of home page 

Pillager  2nd Tuesday at 6:30 
Sylvan   1st/3rd Thursday at 7:00 
May  2nd Monday at 6:00 
Fairview  2nd Tuesday at 6:30 
Rosing  2nd Tuesday at 7:00 
Scandia Valley 2nd Tuesday at 7:00 

Local 
government 

meetings 

Community Groups — Call for info 

4-H               Chris Trout    587-8280   
Cub Scouts/Boy Scouts          Mark Huber 839-1513 
Girl Scouts  Monica Husen  828-3515 
Lions Club               Les Swift  746-3946 
Sunshine Club  Barb Merced 851-0115 
Moms in Prayer               Rhonda Dosser 746-4142 
Am.Legion and Auxiliary     Tom Rhett 746-3945 or Anne Ness 746-3270 
Fair Board / Community Center    Jamie Hauge 839-5329  
Pillager Family Center Betty Doss 746-2185 
Ministerial Association Dan Johnson 746-4369 
Pillager Business Assoc. Sue Van Hal 821-2276 

 
If you would like your club or organization listed here,  

please call the office with your contact information. 

Congratulations 
to Emily Peters 
for being crowned 

Miss Pillager  
this summer.   

Crowned princesses:  
Vanessa Peterson, 
Maddison Hensch, 

Emma Hopman,  
and Emily Kautz 
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It is more important than ever for every family to complete the “Application 
for Educational Benefits” form that will be mailed to your home in August. 

This application measures the economic condition of our community.  
 

The value to our school is: 
 Additional funding to retain small class sizes; 

 Additional funding for computers, basic skills training, core classes 
including math, reading, and science; 

 Pricing for resources such as our school website and other technical 
resources is based on the economic condition of Pillager; 

 Title 1 funding; 

 Free or reduced meal pricing for some students; 

 Additional grant money available for other programs. 
 
You see, it’s not just about your family; it is a measure of the community. 
Please take the time to complete and return the form. 

VERY IMPORTANT! 

 

School Meal Fees for 2017-2018 

Attention Community Members: Watch this newsletter for this special rick-rack border.  
This border indicates an event with a special community invitation. 

Pillager School uses a recorded alert system to notify families of 
special school events, school closings, or emergencies. The num-
bers and email addresses are from the contact information that 
you have provided to the District Office. 
 
This AlertNow system is able to contact two phone numbers and 
two email addresses for each family. If you are not getting these 
messages, or would like other phone numbers or email addresses 
used, please call the District Office to update your file. 

AlertNow Notification System 

Thank you to the following businesses who have supported Pillager School and 
programs through the past several months:   
 April --  Wells Fargo Matching Gifts Program - $30.00 and Paul and Melissa Gropper - $800.00  
 May --  Pillager Huskie Booster Club - $1,500.00; Lincoln Area Business Association - $200.00 
 June —  Pillager Area Firemans Department and Relief Assoc. - $500.00 and $500.00; Pillager Huskie Booster Club - $400.00  
  and National Joint Powers Alliance - $2,500.00.  

School Leadership 

Look for us online: 
www.pillagerfair.com 
www.pillagerfamilycenter.org 
www.cityofpillager.com 
www.pillageredfoundation.org 
www.pillagerpto.com 
www.pillagermn.com 

Students: 
Breakfast $1.75 

Lunch $2.80 

Adults:  
Breakfast $2.90 

Lunch $4.25 

Administration  Team 

Superintendent 
Mike Malmberg 
746-2100 
mmalmberg@isd116.org 

Elementary Principal 
Josh Smith 
746-2110 
jsmith@isd116.org 

Middle School Principal 
Scott Doss 
746-2112 
sdoss@isd116.org 

High School Principal 
Jason Savage 
746-2117  
jsavage@isd116.org 

Activities Director 
Wade Mortenson 
746-2115 
wmortenson@isd116.org 

School 

Board 

6 5 4 3 1 2 

1 - Becky Bennett 
12328 Upper Sylvan Rd. SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(218) 851-7527 
becky.bennett@isd116.org 

2– Brian Grimsley 
12423 43rd Ave SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(218) 746-4207 
brian.grimsley@isd116.org 

3 - Shawn Hunstad 
13710 13st Avenue SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(218) 828-4268 
shawn.hunstad@isd116.org 

4- Scott Mudgett  
13129 25th Ave SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
218)828-1528  
scott.mudgett@isd116.org 

5- Sara Nagel 
11059 Richmond rd SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(218) 746-4478 
sara.nagel@isd116.org 

6—Steve Uban 
10504 Orchard Pk Ln SW 
Pillager, MN 56473 
(615) 247-1335 
steve.uban@isd116.org 
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Pesticide Notice 
                 A Minnesota state law requires that schools inform parents and guardians if they apply certain pesticides on school property.  State law also 
requires that you be told that the long-term health effects on children from the application of such pesticides or the class of chemicals to which they 
belong may not be fully understood. 
                 The Pillager School District does not apply pesticides on school property unless all other measures have failed to control the problem.  In the 
event that insect control sprays and dusts need to be applied, it will only be done when students are absent from the area, and will be out of the area 
until any spray and any odor has dissipated.  If you would like to be notified prior to a chemical application, please contact Randy Drayna at the district 
office. 
  
2017-2018 School Year Asbestos Notification 
 Pillager Public Schools has a stringent inspection and management program for all asbestos containing building materials.  As a matter of policy, the 
district will maintain a safe and healthful environment for our community’s youth and employees. 
 Every three years, all buildings owned and leased by the district are re-inspected by an EPA accredited inspector for asbestos content.  Every six 
months, all materials containing asbestos are surveyed.  Any materials needing repair or removal are done so under our asbestos operation and 
maintenance program safely and responsibly. 
 The Pillager School District has a list of locations and types of asbestos containing materials found in our buildings. The last 3 year AHERA was: 
9/19/16 and the next due is September of 2019. The last  6 month Asbestos Surveillance  was:  6/29/17.  A copy of the asbestos management plan is 
available for review in the district office.  Questions related to the plan should be directed to please contact Missy Berry at the district office.  

2017-2018 Indoor Air Quality Notification 
 The Pillager School District is proud to be taking a leadership role in providing a safe, comfortable, and productive environment for our students and 
staff so that we achieve our core mission – educating students.  Our school will follow the EPA guidelines to improve our indoor air quality (IAQ) by 
preventing as many IAQ problems as possible, and by quickly responding to any IAQ problems that may arise. 
 Good indoor air quality requires an ongoing commitment by everyone in our school because each of us daily makes decisions and performs activities 
that affect the quality of the air we breathe.  Each room in every building will be evaluated for indoor air quality.  Teachers, building engineers and ad-
ministrators will be trained on IAQ factors. 
 Our IAQ Coordinator, Missy Berry, will follow up on any IAQ problems you may have.  Missy has agreed to administer the IAQ Management Plan, 
which includes taking a team leadership role, coordinating emergency response, and serving as our information resource on IAQ.  Missy may be con-
tacted at 746-2102. The school newsletter will carry progress reports as we learn more about indoor air quality in our school. 
 
 
State law requires that we must notify you annually of rights concerning Student Directory contents and release of information. The following is School 
Policy 515-24 which reviews your legal rights. 
“Directory information” means information contained in an education record of a student which would not generally be considered harmful or an inva-
sion of privacy if disclosed. It includes, but is not limited to: the student’s name, address, telephone listing, electronic mail address, photograph, date 
and place of birth, major field of study, dates of attendance, grade level, enrollment status (i.e. full-time or part-time), weight and height of member of 
athletic teams, degrees, honors and awards received and the most recent educational agency or institution attended. It also includes the name, ad-
dress and telephone number of the student’s parent(s). Directory information does not include personally identifiable data, which references religion, 
race, color, social positions or nationality. 
(NOTE: This definition is intended to enumerate all information, which may be classified as directory information under state and federal law. A school 
district may choose not to designate some or all of the enumerated information and directory information. This is an important policy decision for the 
local school board, which must balance student privacy rights against public disclosure.) 
  
A. Contents of Notice 
The school district shall give parents of students currently in attendance and eligible students currently in attendance annual notice by such means as 
are reasonably likely to inform the parents and eligible students of the following: 
1. That the parent or eligible student has a right to inspect and review the student’s education records and the procedure for inspecting and review the 
student’s education records and the procedure for inspecting and reviewing education records; 
2. That the parent or eligible student has a right to seek amendment of the student’s education records to ensure that those records are not inaccurate, 
misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy or other rights and the procedure for requesting amendment of records; 
3. That the parent or eligible student has a right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in the student’s education 
records, except to the extent that federal and state law and the regulations promulgated thereunder authorize disclosure without consent; 
4. That the parent or eligible student has a right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education regarding an alleged failure by the school 
district to comply with the requirement of 20 U.S.C. §1232g, and the rules promulgated thereunder; 
5. The criteria for determining who constitutes a school official and what constitutes a legitimate educational interest for purposes of disclosing educa-
tion records to other school officials whom the school district has determined to have legitimate educational interest; and 
6. That the school district forwards education records on request to a school in which a student seeks or intends to enroll including suspension and 
expulsion records pursuant to the feral No Child Left Behind Act and, if applicable, a student’s of violent behavior. 515-24 

ANNUAL SCHOOL NOTICES 

ANNUAL NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS 
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The next Early Childhood Screening will be 
on September 13 and 14. If your child, age 
three to five, has not gone through an early 
childhood screening, please call Carla 
at (218) 746-3075 to schedule a time to do 
so.  Early Childhood Screening is a state 
requirement before children can enter 
School Readiness and/or Kindergarten. 

Early Childhood Screening 

please call for hours 
 Alice Korwes, Family Support Coordinator 218-746-4009 

Betty Doss, Executive Director 218-746-2185 
 

 Food Shelf:   Thursday noon-5:00 p.m. 

 WIC:  3rd Tues/Wed of the month  
  call 218-547-1430 for appointment 

 Child and Teen Checkup Clinics:   
  4th Tuesday of the month  
  call 746-4009 for appointment 

 Cass County financial workers:  
  Thursday through v-link  
  call 218-547-1340 for appointment 

 Cass County Veteran's Services  
  3rd Thursday of the month  
  10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 Other services: phone, computer use, fax and copy machine  
available to the public for a small charge. 

The Pillager Family Center is on  
Facebook! Look for them and  

become a fan!  Keep updated on  
upcoming events, learn new ideas, read 

book suggestions and more! 

www.pillagerfamilycenter.org 

305 Fir Avenue, Pillager  

School Readiness 
This program offers a variety of experiences and activities that 
prepare preschoolers for success in Kindergarten. To be enrolled, 
children must be four years of age by September 1st.  School 
Readiness is participating in the Parent Aware rating process by 
the State of Minnesota. 
 

Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) 
Children ages birth to seven who exhibit developmental delays 
(motor, auditory, vision, cognition, social-emotional, or speech/
language) may qualify for services to meet their specific needs. 
Children receive services in their home, daycare, or in Pillager’s 

Early Childhood or School Readiness classrooms. 
 
 

Early Childhood Family Education (ECFE) 
This program provides support and resources  to all families with 
children from birth until their  enrollment in Kindergarten. The 
ECFE  program believes parents are a child’s first and most im-
portant teachers. Our program  provides an opportunity for parents 
and  children to play and learn together in a  supportive environ-
ment facilitated by  licensed  child and parent educators.  
 
Classes will begin in the fall. Days and times to be determined. 
Please call Carla at 746-3075 for more information and to put your 
name on our mailing list.  
 

Head Start 
Provided through Bi-County CAP, this program is for families with 
children ages 4-5, focusing on education, health, parent involve-
ment and social services. Children attend full-day classes (8:15 am 
– 3:00 pm) Tuesdays, Thursdays, and every other Friday through-
out the school year. Priority is given to families who meet income 
guidelines.  
 

Early Childhood  
Options 

Early Childhood 

Thursday September 7 
4:30-7:00 pm 
 
Opportunity to visit the 
classrooms, meet early 
childhood staff. 

 

Early Childhood classes start Sept. 18 

tel:218-746-2185
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The Fun Stop program provides 

quality, safe, fun school-aged child-
care for children in grades K-5. 

Games, puzzles, crafts, sports, and 
homework help are all a part of the 

Fun Stop choices. 
Located in the Pillager School. 

 
 ►►►Due to the high number of 

participates, please call  
746-2192 to make sure space is 

available. 
 

Call 746-2192 for a Fun Stop infor-
mation packet. Children must be 

enrolled, pre-registered, and pre-paid 
to attend Fun Stop.  

The cost is $2.65 per hour, additional 
charge for special events. 

 
Fun Stop is available from 6:30-8:10 

a.m. and 3:00-6:00 p.m. 
on school days and  6:30 a.m.-6:00 

p.m. on  non-school days and  during 
the summer. 

Home Visiting Program 
The Family Center Home Visiting Program offers weekly home visits to new parents offering infor-
mation about child development , physical and social/emotional, parenting ideas, basic care and  cues 
and communication.   The Home Visitor and parents work through the Growing Great Kids curricu-
lum .  For more information, please call Myra at (218) 746-4009.   
 

Funding for this program from the United Way, Otto Bremer Foundation, Cass County and the Cass 
County Leech Lake Reservation Children’s Initiative.  This program is working on accreditation with Healthy Families of America. 
“Hand in hand for early success”  ... Working together to build a secure foundation for newborn babies and their first time parents 

Pillager Little Huskies Child Care Center 
Location:   Pillager School Early Childhood Center Hours:  6:30 am to 6:00 pm 
Ages:  16 months to five years old   State licensed and Parent Aware rated 
Enrollment forms available online in the early childhood section of the Pillager School website or from Little 
Huskies’ staff. Call Renee at (218) 746-2193 for more information or to enroll your child.  Children must be 
enrolled in the program and pre-registration and pre-payment is needed in order for your child to attend. 

Pillager Area Food Shelf 
 

The Pillager Family Center operates the 
Pillager Area Food Shelf and offers help to 
families in the Pillager school district.   
Thursdays Noon to 5:00 pm 
305 Fir Avenue W  218-746-4009 
 
The Pillager Food Shelf will be under going 
some changes.  Based on a recent participant 
survey, we learned that families would like to self shop and have 
more healthy choices at our food shelf.   
 
We will be remodeling the space to allow the entire room to be used 
for the food shelf, adding indoor and outdoor coolers and freezers in 
order to offer more dairy, produce, protein and frozen food.  Families 
will be able to self shop and pick items that best fit their family.  
 
Funding has been received from Open Your Heart to the Hungry and 
Homeless, Second Harvest Agency Capacity Building Program and 
other donors for the coolers, freezers, and shelving.  The new space 
is expected to be finished this fall.   
 
Along with these improvements will come added expenses to 
maintain the space including increased rent and increased electricity 
costs for the coolers and freezers. If you would like to financially 
support the food shelf, your help would greatly be 
appreciated.  Please contact Betty at 218-746-2185 for more 
information about the improvements or for information on how you 
can help! 

tel:(218)%20746-4009
tel:(218)%20746-2185
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Pillager Elementary School 2017-2018 Supply List  
(Kindergarten through 4th grade) 

20 – Plain #2 pencils (Ticonderoga)  
1 package pencil top erasers  
1 Box of 24 crayons  
4 Black or Blue Dry erase markers  
Pencil Box  
Fiskar scissors  

1 large box of Kleenex  
6 Glue sticks  
1 Bottle Glue  
2 Sturdy 3 prong plastic pocket folder  
1 - 1 Inch Avery Clear View Binder  
1 Package of 50 page protectors  
2 Composition wide ruled notebooks, (no spiral)  

Backpack  
Inside Only Gym Shoes  
Outside Activity Appropriate Shoes  
Last names A-I  Clorox Wipes 
Last  names J-Q  Quart-size ziplock bags 
Last names R-Z  Gallon-size ziplock bags 
 

30 - #2 pencils (mechanical preferred)  
Pencil box  
1 Box of Colored pencils  
1 Box of Crayons  
Pencil Top Erasers  
Scissors  
1 bottle of glue  
 

 

 
2 glue sticks  
1 Wide ruled notebooks  
1 BLUE two-pocket folders w/ prongs  
1 Roll of Scotch tape  
2– 1 inch 3 ring CLEAR VIEW 3 ring binder  
1 Package of 50 plastic sheet protectors  
2 Dry erase markers for white board  
Old clean sock to be used as an eraser  

Basic calculator  
1 Highlighter  
1 Personal Pencil Sharpener  
1 pkg of 100+ wide-rule, loose leaf notebook paper 
2 boxes of family-sized Kleenex 
Gym shoes (to be left at school 
Earbuds or headphones 
 
Bring ONE box:  

1st grade 

2nd grade 

1 Package #2 pencils (Ticonderoga) 
1 Package pencil top erasers  
1 Box of Colored pencils (12) 
Pencil box or pouch  
Washable markers  
3 Different colored Highlighter  
1 Black Fine Point Sharpie Marker  
1 Black Ultra-Fine Point Sharpie Marker  

 
2 Blue OR Red Ink Pens  
2 Dry Erase Markers  
Dry Erase Eraser or Clean Sock  
2 Glue sticks  
1 Ruler (standard/metric)  
1 Standard Calculator  
3 Notebooks  

3 - 2 Pocket folders  
 
2 Boxes of Family Size Kleenex  
1 Pair of scissors– pointed tip  
Scotch tape 
Gym shoes (to be left at school) 
Backpack or tote bag 
 

3rd grade 

20- #2 pencils  
1 handheld pencil sharpener  
1 Package of pencil top erasers  
12 Glue sticks  
2 Wide lined spiral notebooks  
1 Box of Crayons  
1 Box of Colored pencils  
2 Box of Washable markers  

1 Pair of Fiskar Scissors  
Pencil Box  
4 Dry Erase Marker to use on white board  
2 Plastic 2 pocket folder with Prongs  
2- 2 pocket folder  
1- 1 inch 3 ring binder  
1 highlighter marker 
1 Package of 20 or more page protectors  

1 Wooden ruler with inches and centimeters  
Black Fine Tip Sharpie  
Backpack or tote bag 
Pair of tennis shoes for gym 
1 box of Kleenex 
Boys: 1 package of disinfecting wipes 
Girls: 1 box of sandwich size ziplock bags 
Inexpensive headphones to use with Kindle Fire 

4th grade 

2 box of 24 crayons (not jumbo size)  
4 Glue Sticks  
2– 2 pocket POLY (plastic) folder  
1– 70 sheet wide-ruled spiral notebook  
1 box of 10 Crayola Classic Colors Markers  
1 pack of 4 fine-tip dry erase markers  

1 pair of kids’ FISKARS scissors  
1 pkg of 25/50 CLEAR TOP LOAD sheet protectors  
1 White, 1 inch CLEAR VIEW, 3 ring binder  
Backpack—bring to school everyday!  
Beach towel or blanket for rest time  
1 box of Kleenex  

1 container of Clorox Wipes  
Pair of gym shoes (to be left at school) 
5 yr olds — 1 box of QUART size ZIPPER bags  
6 yr olds — 1 box of GALLON size ZIPPER bags  

Kindergarten 

Please give these items to your child’s case 
manager. The following are in addition to the 
grade level supply requests.  

3 boxes of Kleenex  
2 packs of whiteboard markers  
1 package of pencils  

1 box of markers  
1 package of colored pencils  
Pencil box/bag  

SPECIAL EDUCATION– Students receiving these services  

1 2-pocket folder 
1 standard sized backpack 
1 small blanket or beach towel 
1 change of clothes (left at school) 

1 bottle of glue 
Monday/Wednesday class 
24 pack of crayons 
1 scissors (left at school 

1 box of Kleenex 
 
Tuesday/Thursday class 
1 box of markers 

Early Childhood 
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All senior adults (55+) or grandparents are welcome to join  
a student for a free breakfast in the High School commons. 

Friday, October 13       7:45 – 8:20 a.m.   
RSVP appreciated 746-2105 

Cinnamon Rolls  
with Senior Adults 

 

School Contact Information 

District office Early Childhood Elementary School Middle School High School 

(218) 746-3772  office 
(218) 746-4236  fax 
lblumke@isd116.org   

(218) 746-3075  office 
(218) 746-2188  fax 
bdoss@isd116.org 

(218) 746-2111  office 
(218) 746-2134  fax 
elementary@isd116.org 

(218) 746-2112  office 
(218) 746-2153  fax 
middleschool@isd116.org 

(218) 746-2113  office 
(218) 746-3406  fax 
highschool@isd116.org 

Veterans Memorial 
Dedication  

at the city park 
Sponsored by the Pillager Area Lions 

 

Saturday,  
September 23 

10:00 a.m. 
Community Welcome 

Veterans  
Appreciation Dinner  

Sponsored by the Pillager Area Lions 
 

If you are a veteran, a 
free dinner is being 

planned to honor you. 
 

Watch for the invitation  
letter, or contact (218) 

296-0655 for more info. 


